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native carpenter, used to indulge in the game in the mctidan outside
the ramparts of the old Fort, which had guarded the littkttown for
generations, and which later had to be demolished with the rise of
modern Bombay.
Those years at College were well spent. They taught the young
man to stand upright; they certainly fostered no "slave mentality."
They were devoted to the cultivation of a mind which was very
receptive, and to the pursuit of a healthy out-door life. The op-
portunities for the acquisition of culture which existed in those days,
the attention tjaat it was possible to bestow on each student, and the
sympathetic understanding which existed between the professors and
their pupils, all contributed to bring out the best that was in a man,
and in such an atmosphere Pherozeshah's intellect ripened early. He
had the rare advantage, besides, of coming under the influence of
Sir Alexander Grants inspiring personality, and the value of this
early association he repeatedly acknowledged in after years.
In 1864, Pherozeshah passed bis B.A. examination,* and was
awarded a Dakshina Fellowship by Sir Alexander, who was anxious
to retain his connection with the College. About this time, he re-
ceived a compliment which was as rare as it was gratifying in those
days. Sir Battle Frere, having heard about him, was desirous of
meeting him, and asked him to an interview at Government House.
What transpired at the interview is not known.
A few months later, an event of far-reaching importance took
place in the life of Pherozeshah. The late Mr. Rustomji Jamsetjee
Jejeebhoy, the second son of the first Parsi Baronet, and a man of
remarkably enlightened views and catholic philanthropy, had of-
fered in December, 1863, a sum of Rs. 1,50,000 in trust "to enable
five natives of India to proceed to England for the purpose of
qualifying themselves for practice at the Bar in India." The scholar-
ships were to be open to a Parsi, a Hindu and a Portuguese in
Bombay, and a Mohamedan and a Hindu or East Indian from
Calcutta or Madras, "all of good family connections, occupying a
respectable position in society." The donor had further laid down
that in making the selection, "the good moral character of the
respective parties must be an indispensable qualification, and not
merely abilities alone." For each selected candidate the handsome